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GENEALOGY. 



THE BRENT FAMILY. 

Compiled by W. B. Chilton, Washington, D. C. 

(continued.) 

Bacon's Rebellion — Thomas Jefferson's Copy. 

From this Englishman's bloud did (by degrees) arise Bacon's Rebel- 
lion with the following mischiefs which overspread all Virginia & twice 
endangered Maryland as by the ensuing account is manifest. 

Of this horrid action Coll. Mason who commanded the Militia regi- 
ment of Afoot — and Capt. Brent the troop of horse in that County 
(Northumberland or Stafford) (both dwelling six or eight miles down- 
wards) having speedy notice raised 30, or more men, & pursued those 
Indians 20 miles up and 4 miles over that river into Maryland, where 
landing at dawn of day they found two small paths each leader with 
his party took a separate path and in less than a furlong, either found a 
cabin, which they (silently) surrounded. Capt. Brent went to the Doeg's 
Cabin (as it proved to be), who speaking the Indian tongue called to 
have a "matcha comicha wee whio" i. e. a council called presumably 
(such being the usual manner with the Indians) the King came tremb- 
ling forth, and wo'd have fled, when Capt. Brent catching hold of his 
twisted lock (which was all the hair he wore) told him he was come for 
the murder of Robt Henn, the King pleaded ignorance and slipt loos, 
whom Brent shot dead with his pistoll, the Indians shot two or three 
guns out of the cabin, the English shot into it, — the Indians thronged 
out at the door and fled, the English shot as many as they could, so 
they killed ten, as Capt. Brent told me, and brought away the King's 
son of about S years old, concerning whom is an observable passage, at 
the end of the expedition the unhappy scene ended; Collo Mason took 
the King of the Doegs' Son home with him, who lay ten days in bed, 
as one dead with eyes and mouth shutt, no breath discerned, but his 
body continuing warm, they believed him yet alive; the aforesaid Capt. 
Brent (a papist) coming thither on a visit, and seeing the little prisoner 
thus languishing said "perhaps he is pawewawed" is bewitched, and 
that he had heard baptism was an effectual remedy against witchcraft 
wherefore advised to baptise him. Collo Mason answered no minister 
cou'd be had in many miles; Brent replied yo'r clerk Mr. Dobson may 
do that office, which was done by the Church of England Liturgy; 
Collo Mason with Capt. Brent godfather and Mrs. Mason godmother, 
my overseer Mr. Pimet being present, from whom I first heard it, and 
which all the persons (afterwards) affirmed to me; the ffour were 
returned to drinking punch, but Mrs. Mason staying and looking on the 
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child, it open'd the eyes, and breath'd, whereat she ran for a cordial, 
which he took from a spoon, and gaping for more and so (by degrees) 
recovered, tho' before its baptism they had often tried the same means, 
but could not by no endeavors wrench open his mouth. This was taken 
for a crowning proofe against infidelity. (See Force's Historical Tracts.) 

These events occurred in 1675. ( Virginia Historical Magazine, 
IV, p. 1 1 8, etc.) 

At the time of the panic in 1688-9 caused by false rumors originating 
in Maryland, that the Catholics were inciting Indian uprisings, Captain 
Brent was obliged to seek refuge in the house of his friend and partner, 
William Fitzhugh, and was protected by the latter at the risk of his own 
life from the fury of the mob, remaining there, according to one account, 
for five months. Of this anxious period William Fitzhugh writes : 

William Fitzhugh to George Luke, Esq., October 27th, 1690. 

• * * * "B u t 1 think I am as well fitted for that as for my former 
trouble, when I stood in the gap and kept offan approaching rebellion, 
to my no small charge and trouble, as you fully know, being sending 
almost every day for five months together and writing with my own 
above three quires of paper to quash their raised stories and settle their 
pannick fears, having my house most part of the time constantly 
thronged and in daily expectation of being plundered by the rabble and 
once of being treacherously murdered" * * * 

This incident is also described in an article by Bernard C. Steiner in 
the Report of the American Historical Society, an extract from which 
may be of interest : 

From "The Protestant Revolution in Maryland," by Bernard C. 
Steiner, Ph. D., Associate, John Hopkins University. Annual Report 
of the American Historical Association 1897, p. 296 : 

"The Virginia authorities appeased the tumult on their side of the 
River" * * * (caused by false rumors of a plot on the part of the 
Catholics of Maryland to excite the Indians against the Protestants). 
This "sillynesse in comeing and writing to Virg'a * » * without 
better assurances." vexed the Virginia Council, we are told by Clarke, 
and gave them some difficulty in preventing the Stafford County men 
"from their intent to kill, robb, and burne what Capt. Brent had"; for 
in some manner Capt. Brent had fallen under suspicion of being in the 
plot with the Indians. The council ordered Brent to go to Colonel 
Fitzhugh's house and "to justify his innocency * * * ordered his 
house to be searched for Armes and Amunicon," which they found "not 
sufficiently necessary for his own defence." 

The foregoing occurrences were in 1689. 

George Brent married first a daughter of William Greene and neice 
of Sir William Layton, and second a daughter of Colonel Henry Sewell 
of Maryland, whose widow married Lord Baltimore. 
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Two letters from William Fitzhugh to George Brent concerning his 
second marriage are given in full, and also a letter of congratulation 
from Lord Baltimore, written after the event: 

Letter of William Fitzhugh to George Brent of Woodstock. 

Feb. 25, 1687. 
Dear Brother : 

John Simpson brought me your most acceptable letter, ill weather at 
our appointed time, for our last Court hindered me of the real enjoy- 
ment of your most desired company. The purport of your letter I will 
affectionately and fully answer, that is if your desired piece of gold and 
what cravats &c, fashionable, I have at present to supply you witb, 
could wish I had more, and they should with the same alacrity and 
readiness be devoted to your service. By his return from Cullenn <k 
disappointment there I was not only concerned but extremely troubled 
guessing at your concerns and intentions there and Before your return a 
full confirmation Ac. In the carrying on all which designs I know you 
would neither be beholding, nor appear to have occasion thereof to any 
one in Maryland, therefore I have so far straightened myself as to 
supply you with all my stock except one piece of eight, which I hope 
may be enough to carry on your designs as I imagine there &c, or to 
supply your pocket expense on your journey; which please to 
accept with the same freedom as they are offered and sent. I hear 
Cullenn designs out before our court, therefore would have you send 
again before then, that you may not be disappointed of your expected 
money, and if you think that I may be in anyways serviceable to you 
please to lay your commands and they shall be readily obeyed. Mr. 
Newton now at my house informs me of abundance of rum now at 
Patuxent at isd. p. Gallon and under, please do in that and other all 
concerns as for yourself. I have above 200 hhds, now by me the con- 
veniency yourself knows. I sent by this messenger I Guinea, 12 pieces 
of eight, one cravat and ruffles and cravat string. 

Mar. 22, 1686-7. 
Dear Brother, 

Your full absolute and perfect assurance in yours fully, perfectly 4 
absolutely pleases and contents me and gives me as great if not greater 
satisfaction than the welcome full bags to the most miserly usurer or 
the joyful and full harvest to the most industrious and thrifty husband- 
man and do with the same earnestness wish the consumation in facie 
Ecclesia to furnish you with a full enjoyment and though the distance 
will not admit at that happy Day I shall not then fail to sing your 
remembrance. * * * Your intimacy and nearness to that good 
lady emboldens me though unknown to request the tender of my 
humble service to her. Yours 

To Capt. George Brent Ac. Wff. 
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Copy of an original letter from Lord Baltimore addressed to George 
Brent thus: "These For Capt. George Brent In Virginia." 

Londo' 20th 8ber 1687. 
S'r 

I acknowledge my receipt of y'r obligeing letter, & do verily & heart- 
ily wish yo' much joye, & happiness with my wife's daughter, whom (I 
und'rstand) you have lately married: I assure yo' I shou'd esteem it an 
advantage to me. & a great credit to Mary I'd would y'r affairs in Virg'a 
dispense with y'r settling in that Province: where you should command 
all ye favour and kindness I were able to shew you; But this happiness 
I cannot hope for, tho' I will not dispaire of obtaining my desire in this 
particular; since we live in an age in which stranger things have hap- 
pened. I most indeed own there is, in this wish of mine, a great mix- 
ture of Interest, as well as Respect, and value that I have for you; 
which tho' I know to be no very good Compliment, may, yet prove a 
good Argument of my desires — of serving you, where the advantages 
will be so much my own; But, I will not, any longer, insist on this sub- 
ject; lest I appear to much selfe interested and not fitt to be beloved at 
the same time, and I assure you I am with respect and kindness, 
S'r Your most faithful humble servant 

C. Baltimore. 
My service to y'r Bedfellow. 

(to be continued) 



THE BROOKE FAMILY. 

By Prof. St. George Tucker Brooke, Morgantown, W. Va. 

(continued) 

(The geneology is continued from p. 205 of this vol. of the Magazine, 
but this instalment should have immediately followed that which ended 
on p. 92. c. Selden Stuart Wright was son of Selden Stuart Wright (p. 
93,) and E. Oliver A. Shaw, son of Oliver A. Shaw, p. 91.) 

c. Selden Stuart Wright, b. Yazoo City, Miss., November 5, 1850, m. 
Maria Byrd Hopkins at Mare Island, Cal., April, 1873; issue: I, Louise 
Kimball, b. at San Francisco, Cal., December 6th, 1874, m. John 
Mannen McCure, San Rafael, Cal., June 7th, 1895, (issue John Mannen, 
b. Oakland, Cal., April 6th, 1896); 2, Selden Stuart, b. at San Francisco, 
Cal., 1877, d. y. d. Ann Aylett Brooke Wright, b. at Yazoo City, 
Miss., January 8th, 1853. e. George Thomas Wright, b. Yazoo City, 
Miss., March 22nd, 1855; m. Sophia Landsberger, San Francisco, Cal., 
October 18th, i88t; (issue, son d. y.; Cedric, b. at Alameda, Cal., April 
13th, 1889; daughter d. y.). f. Sarah Maynard Wright, b. at Carrollton, 
Miss., Miy 27th, 1857; d. at San Francisco, Cal., August 10th, i860. 



